
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements

“I appeal to your therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” Rom. 12:1
Call to Worship: Psalm 118:24
Opening Hymn: #369, “Shout, for the Blessed Jesus Reigns”
Responsive Reading: Psalm 25, Hymnal p. 792
Hymn: #42, “El-Shaddai”
Corporate Prayer of Confession

Holy and Merciful Father, we confess that we are not worthy of Your presence, but we come to You through the worthiness of Jesus Christ. We confess that we deserve Your condemnation because of our attitudes and speech and behavior. We have harbored and nurtured bitterness in our hearts. We have been slow to listen and quick to become angry. Our greatest evil is that we have not loved, thanked and worshiped You. Father, apart from You we are without hope. Have mercy on us. Our sins are too many to count; forgive us according to Your promise. Wash our prideful hearts with the cleansing blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us grace and power to love and serve one another even as You have loved and served us in Christ. May You increase while we decrease.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Silent Confession
The Declaration of God’s Forgiveness
“How Deep The Father's Love For Us”   CCLI #2642563

Verse 1

How deep the Father's love for us How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the Chosen One Bring many sons to glory

Verse 2

Behold the Man upon a cross My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life I know that it is finished

Verse 3

I will not boast in anything No gifts no power no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart His wounds have paid my ransom

Affirmation of Faith: WCF, Chapter 20, par. 2, Hymnal p. 860
Prayer and Offerings

The Doxology, Hymn #731
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word

Old Testament Reading:
Deut. 21:1-9
New Testament Reading:
Mk. 14:53-65
“Thy Word”, Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith,  CCLI #2642563
(chorus) Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

(Verse) When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, still You're there right beside me. And nothing will I fear as long as You are near, please be near me to the end. (Chorus)

(Verse) I will not forget Your love for me and yet my heart forever is wandering. Jesus be my Guide, hold me to Your side, and I will love You to the end. (Chorus)

Sermon: “Stumbling Blocks” 1 Cor. 8: 1-13, The Rev. Lou Tiscione
Closing Hymn: #263, “Lift High the Cross”
Benediction

1Corinthians 8: 1-13

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione
“Stumbling Blocks”
Sound doctrine connected to the heart promotes brotherly love.
· Titus 2:1, “But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.”
· Mt. 20:25-28; Gal. 6:1-5; 1Pet. 3:15-17
· The Westminster Shorter Catechism (WSC) Questions/Answers, 4, 5, & 6

Q. What is God? A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom power, holiness justice, goodness, and truth.

Q. Are There more God’s than one? A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

Q. How many persons are there in the Godhead? A. There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Passage Summary:
I. Vv1-3 (Disconnected Knowledge): What is known in the head and not connected to the heart is of no value in the kingdom.

a. Christians need to be ardent observers of culture.

b. The longest journey is the 18” between the head and the heart.

c. Verse 3, “loves” (present tense, active voice), “known” (perfect tense, passive voice), 1Jn. 4:10, God loved first!

II. Vv4-6 (Necessary Knowledge): A strong conscience is built up by knowing and living sound doctrine.

a. Simply stated, doctrine is what the Bible teaches.

b. Fact or fiction, idols have no being.

c. God, the eternal being from whom all being precedes.

d. Learning sound doctrine is not an option.

e. Dt. 6:4, the Shema ‘

f. We call upon the Father, the Covenant Faithful One

g. We submit to the Son, the Lord Jesus

h. We live for Jesus in the power of the Spirit.

III. Vv7-13 (Brotherly Love): Brotherly love is expressed by using knowledge to strengthen weak consciences.

a. Levels of maturity in the church, “not all possess this knowledge.”

b. Ignorance is not bliss but leads to a weak and defiled conscience.

c. A stumbling block, the misuse of knowledge, is to sin against “your brother.”

Application Principle: Someone once said that knowledge is power. Believers are expected to learn sound doctrine so that they may use their knowledge to help build up weaker brothers and sisters. The truth is doctrine apart from love is not sound! Paul said it best in verse 13, “If food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.” Are you a stumbling block or a building block?
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