Lesson #10, A Study of Paul’s letter to the Churches of Galatia
Thursday, February 8, 2007

7:30 PM – 8:30 PM

At the Piotrowskis’ 5039 Sunscape Ln. 817-386-3064

Background: Truth is reality. We’ve learned some extremely important truths in this study. For example, we saw that the only way for a man or woman to be “right” before God is for God to declare him or her right, that is, to justify. Justification is foundational to the gospel. Justification is an ACT of God’s free grace wherein He pardons all our sins and accepts us as righteous in His sight only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us and received by faith alone. (Westminster Shorter Catechism Q/A 33).
In addition, as members of a local church we learned that we are to concern ourselves with how God has called us to invest ourselves in the church rather than looking at and examining how God has called others to serve the body, Galatians 6:3-4. Paul described this as living by the Holy Spirit, showing forth His fruit and fulfilling the law of love. 

Now we have come to the end of the book. I’m sure that there are some who enjoy reading the ending of a book to get to the “bottom line”.  Paul’s letter to the churches of Galatia has such a “bottom line”. The letter ends with the one truth that gives meaning to all others. It is the one truth that should fill the heart of every believer with a consuming desire for Jesus, with a passion for the “lost”, that they would hear the truth, with a longing to serve the church and know the joy of the Lord!  
Observations (read Galatians 6:11-18):
1. Who wrote in large letters?

2. What were those who demanded circumcision wanting to avoid?

3. What did Paul observe about those who were circumcised?

4. In what did Paul boast?

5. What was crucified to Paul?
6. What was the only thing that Paul said counted?

7. To what rule did Paul refer in verse 16?

8. What did Paul offer as his evidence of “walking” according to that rule?

9. What did Paul pray for in his last sentence?

Interpreting your Observations:
1. Why was it important for Paul to call attention to his own hand-writing? (see Galatians 1:1)

2. Since the avoidance of persecution was the aim of the so-called “Circumcision Party”, who were the ones relentlessly, persecuting Paul and the other believers?

3. What did Paul mean by saying that the “world has been crucified to me, and I to the world”?
4. What did Paul mean by “new creation”?

Application: 
1. How do you view the Scriptures; who wrote them; what authority do they possess; how does this reality affect your life?

2. Pleasing men is a sure way to avoid persecution; have you avoided persecution; does telling the truth have any ramifications?
3. Being a “new creation” compels Christians to live differently; how does your life testify to total reliance upon the finished work of Christ?

4. How can you possibly “walk” by the rule of being a new creation?
